The reason for the ever increase in the cost of electricity in the U.S is as a result of the cheap oil jamming rails which are clogged hence cannot deliver the required amount of coal to the manufacturing plants. Despite the fact that U.S as a country has the largest coal reserves in the entire world, it is projected that there will still have the lowest number of stockpiles since the year 2005. Major power producers such as Xcel Energy Inc. (XEL) claim that the amount of coal they receive is not sufficient. The delays in rail confirm that the utilities have not yet build inventories that fell drastically to seven year low during winter. This has prompted the utilities to opt using an alternative which is majorly natural gas which at the end increases the cost to consumers. According to Jim Thompson the director of IHS, there is plenty of coal reserve in the country, the only major problem being experienced is that there is no effective transportation system for coal. In 2015 alone, there was a shortage of 22.7 million tons of coal from the mines. Power producers have so far filed 10 notices alone in the year 2015 when compared to the filing in the year 2013, the files contained warnings that the stock available was low enough that would threaten the next generations. 
